
 

Nothing is better than 
curling up to a good 
story book at the end 
of a long school week. 
This is what our class 
does every Friday af-
ternoon with the help 

from our community.  
Community members 
volunteer their time to 
read a story book to 
our class.  These read-
ers are known as 
ñMystery Readersò to 

our students. Our stu-
dents eagerly antici-

pate the arrival 
of the ñMystery 
Reader.ò The 
enthusiasm 
that is exhib-
ited enlightens 
us as educa-
tors. It is the 
simple act of 
reading aloud 
to children that allows 
us to lay the founda-
tion for our future 
readers. We hope that 
this program instills 
the life long 
love of read-
ing for our 
students. 
Some 
ñMystery 
Readersò that 

have vis-
ited our 
class in-
clude par-
ents, teachers, cus-
todians, principals, 
siblings, EMTôs, fire-
men, and various 
administrators such 

as: Mrs. Febbie, and 
Mr. Stowell. We also 

had the pleasure of 
our Superintendent, 
Mr. Manko as an en-
thusiastic participant. 

 

~ Mrs. Bilyeu & Mrs. 
Saracco 

Check us out our 
webpage!  

http://mahopacta.org  
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Itôs a Mystery at Austin Rd. 



 

The Austin Road gifted program for the year 2009-
2010, create projects with the theme ñGoing Greenò.  
Ms. Seymour, coordinator and teacher of the pro-
gram, along with Mrs. Fearns and Mrs. Romano, 
guided the children through their ideas and crea-
tions of amazing projects! Some of them included 
power point presentations, brochures, a newspaper, 
poster boards and even a model of a ñgreenerò 
house made out of recycled materials. The students 
in the program are selected by test scores and high 
academics.  They presented in front of the Board of 
Education on May 11th, 2010 and did a fabulous job! 
We are all proud of their efforts!  

Page 2 MTA CHALKBOARD  

GIFTED PROGRAM GOES GREEN! 

Fulmar Road students and staff 
extended their hands and feet to 
Haiti during the months of Feb-
ruary and March during their 
fundraiser ñHelping Hands for 
Haitiò.  The students and staff at 
Fulmar participated in three 
campaigns to help the people of 
Haiti.  Once the earthquake oc-
curred in Haiti many of the 
classes began to collect loose 

change 
to assist 
in the 
relief ef-
forts.  
The 
loose 
change 
jar was 
placed at 
the en-
trance to 

the school to allow anyone who 
entered to share their loose 
change.  A second campaign was a 
Read-A-thon.  Many of the students 
participated by getting pledges to 
read extra during the day from 
their parents and friends. At the 
entrance to the school each stu-
dent who participated wrote their 
name 
on a 
blue or 
red 
hand 
and 
created 
a large 
Haitian 
flag for display.  A final campaign 
was the Fulmar families were en-
couraged to bring in shoes they no 
longer needed.  The shoes were 
bagged to be given to an organiza-

tion called Soles for Souls.  Mrs. 
Maloneyôs first graders wrote sto-
ries that can be found at the fol-
lowing link: http://
fulmar.mahopac.k12.ny.us/
downloads/1C0D4CE12DD74C5AA
EDA19B0DC90A70B/haiti%
20stories.pdf 

          Over 500 pairs of shoes 
were collected.  After these efforts 
were completed the Fulmar Road 
Family had raised over $7,000.  
The money will be equally shared 
among four different organiza-
tions; American Red Cross, Doc-
tors Without Borders, CARE and 
AMERICARES.  Everyone had great 
feelings of accomplishment of 
helping others in need.    

By Kathryn Jesselli 

Helping Hands and ñFeetò For Haiti 

http://fulmar.mahopac.k12.ny.us/downloads/1C0D4CE12DD74C5AAEDA19B0DC90A70B/haiti%20stories.pdf
http://fulmar.mahopac.k12.ny.us/downloads/1C0D4CE12DD74C5AAEDA19B0DC90A70B/haiti%20stories.pdf
http://fulmar.mahopac.k12.ny.us/downloads/1C0D4CE12DD74C5AAEDA19B0DC90A70B/haiti%20stories.pdf
http://fulmar.mahopac.k12.ny.us/downloads/1C0D4CE12DD74C5AAEDA19B0DC90A70B/haiti%20stories.pdf
http://fulmar.mahopac.k12.ny.us/downloads/1C0D4CE12DD74C5AAEDA19B0DC90A70B/haiti%20stories.pdf


What defines a community?  
Is it the size?  The historical 
events that happened there?  
The people?  Whatever the 
answer, Austin Road Elemen-
tary School has long felt like 
its own small community 
tucked deep in the hills of 
Mahopac.  This year the stu-
dents, staff, and families of 
Austin Road continued to so-
lidify the sense of community 
that has long been felt inside 
the schoolôs blue doors; they 
decided to name the hallways 
much the same way as the 
streets are named in Maho-
pac. 

The students began this 
process by looking into how 
they each got their own 
name; some students even 
researched the meanings and 
origins of their family or sur-
name.  Working with local 
historian, Vin DôAquino, the 
grades learned more about 
local streets and locations in 
Mahopac.  They learned that 
Austin Road was named for 
the Austin family who once 
owned the land.  The fifth 
grade looked into the history 
of the historic hotels that for-
mally graced much of Maho-
pac.  The first grade visited 
the Mahopac Falls Volunteer 
Fire Station and saw some of 
the history there.  Second 

grade was able to take a trip to 
the Mahopac Library and view 
a show about Mahopac: Past 
and Present.  Fourth graders 
went on a guided bus tour of 
Mahopac, stopping at locations 
on Sybil Ludingtonôs historic 
ride, including the sight of the 
Old Red Mills. 

With this local knowledge, the 
students began to make deci-
sions regarding what types of 
qualities were needed to ap-
propriately name a place.  
They questioned whether or 
not naming a street or in this 
case, a hallway, after a par-
ticular person would be endur-
ing.   

In the end, each grade level 
selected nominated names for 
two to three hallways.  Some 
nominees reflected the geogra-
phy of the hall.  Others re-
flected the honored people 
who once graced it such as re-
tired principal, Robert Meyer.  
Still others reflected the func-
tion that the hallways served.  
Each hall had at least five 
nominated names that were 
posted for the student body to 
ponder.  Ballots were then dis-
tributed to the children and 
each cast his/her vote for the 
most fitting name. With the 
winners selected, signs or-
dered, and mounted to the 
walls, the project came to an 

end on Mr. Meyerôs last day 
with a rededication of the 
building.  

It is the hope of Austin Road-
ers that visitors will now feel 
comfortable navigating the 
halls of their amazing school.  
So when you are buzzed in, 
please cross Welcome Way, 
stop at the office to get a pass, 
and proceed down Main Street 
or knock on a door on Principal 
Place. 

 

Written by Meg Benedetto 
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Street Signs Help Bring a  
Building Closer  



 

SUSHI ON CAPE COD 

 

I have been teaching high school 
social studies in the Mahopac 

School District for ten years.  All 
during that time I have also been 

building a sushi business with my 
husband, Thihan.  We are happy 

to announce that we have opened 
a take out sushi restaurant in 

Provincetown, MA, at the very tip 

of Cape Cod.  We serve fresh, 
made to order, sushi, tempura, 

sashimi and bubble tea.  If you 
make it out to Cape Cod and Prov-

incetown this summer, stop by!  
Any employee of MCSD will auto-

matically receive a 15% discount 
on their order!  Have a great sum-

mer, and maybe I will see you on 

the Cape! 

Iôve received verification from Dr. 

Deb Hemler (NAGT/ES) this morning, 
that I am the 2010 New York 

State recipient of the Out-
standing Earth Science Teachers 

Award  from the National Associa-

tion of Geoscience Teachers .    
(This award is focused specifically on 

the promotion of the geosciences 
through the utilization of successful 

teaching techniques, efforts paid 
inside and out of the classroom to 

achieve this goal, and the successful 

outcomes of those efforts with stu-
dents, colleagues and administra-

tion).   

I must admit that the former experi-

ence of receiving a national award 
for science teaching (in March of this 

year / NSTA) was a wonderful ex-

perience - though the interviews and 
photographs were certainly much 

more attention that Iôm used to é it 

seems that there is now more to come  

I have been invited to the Eastern Sec-

tion NAGT Conference to receive the 
award (Friday, May 21) and would like to 

attend (I plan to submit the date to 
MyLearningPlan in the next few days).  

However, I wanted you both (all) to be 
aware that there may again, be a bit 

more (positive) attention paid to Maho-

pac in the coming weeks as this plays 
out. 

Thank you for all your past and current 
support - 

Heather McArdle 

National Association of Geoscience 

Teachers 

http://www.nagt.org/nagt/programs/awa

rds.html 

MEMBER NEWS!  

Please join me in con-

gratulating our High 

School Orchestra Direc-

tor.   Mr. Evan 

McGregor was selected 

to receive the honor of 

VGTCôr Sd`bgdq ne sgd

Deanne (LV) and Steve wel-
comed Thomas Michael Del 
Campo into their family on 
March 16, 2010 at 4:49pm. 
 He weighed 7 lbs 7 oz and 
was 19 ½ inches long.   Older 
brothers, Joseph and Anthony, 
are thrilled with the addition of 
the third musketeer!  

 

Kim (LV) and Jim (LV) wel-
comed Jack Earl Joseph Lieto 
into their family at 8:38 pm on 
March 23rd.  He was 7lbs 14 oz 
and 19 ½ inches long.  

Trish (AR) and Bill (AR) Hues-
tis welcomed Brianna Nicole 
on May 17th. She was 8lbs 
11oz  21 inches long. 

 

 On June 11th, Caroline (AR) 
and Kevin Langtry welcomed 
Luke Joseph into their family. 
He was 6 lbs 14 oz 19 inches 
long. 

 

Jill (AR) and Brian are very ex-
cited to announce the birth of 
their son, Chase Brian Sable. 
He was born on June 17th and 
weighed 8 lbs 6 oz 20 inches 
long.  

Heather McArdle Receives 2nd Science Award 

https://mail.mahopac.k12.ny.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=b40aa48e657d4cbfb8529e6f8a7d24c1&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nagt.org%2fnagt%2fprograms%2fawards.html
https://mail.mahopac.k12.ny.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=b40aa48e657d4cbfb8529e6f8a7d24c1&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nagt.org%2fnagt%2fprograms%2fawards.html


 

Please be sure to make the MTA Benefit Fund aware of any life changes.  This includes marriage, 
divorce, name changes, new family additions, etcéYou must fill out a new enrollment form and 
send a copy of supporting documents such as; a birth certificate, marriage license, etcé 

 

All variable claims for the 2009/2010 school year are due by July 31st 2010. The claim forms can be 
found on the home page of our web site.  Scroll down to claim forms.  

Remember ï all claim forms are to be mailed to The Preferred Group in Albany. 

 

All forms can be found on our web site http://www.mtabenefitfund.org  

 

In October we will be offering an information session regarding Healthcare Proxyôs and Living Wills.  
We encourage you to take time to speak with your family members regarding these two important 
issues. 

http://www.mtabenefitfund.org/



