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Welcome
back to a
new
school
year! This
summer,
the Mahopac Teach-
ers Association went
through a lot of
changes. From de-
signing a new logo,
taking up real estate
on the world wide
web, to keeping busy
with conferences.
The Mahopac Teach-
ers Association has
received a make over
in many areas.
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We are dedicated to
improving our leader-
ship and make our
bond stronger. This
summer, many of our
members participated
in the summer lead-
ership conference in
Albany. Our repre-
sentation was out-
standing and a good
time was had by all.

The designing of a
new logo helped to
move our organiza-
tion forward. We cre-
ated the logo to
make our name look
more professional.

It was also time to
venture to the inter-
net. We created a
website to bring our
organization into the
present. We needed
to keep up with the
other teachers asso-
ciations as we move
further in to the 21st
century. Technology
is a huge part of our
lives and it makes
sense to put our
name on the map.
Please visit our NEW
website: http://
mahopacta.org

By Tom McMahon

MTA Storms Summer Conference

h e

Each summer , tion, grievance represen-
Elmsford Regional Office tation, law in the work-
hosts its Summer Lead- place, the Taylor Law,
ership Conference. The union building and many
conference spanned others. There are also
from August 12-14 and  minor courses offered in
was held in Plainsboro, air quality, credit scores,
NJ, just outside Prince-  New York State Retire-
ton. Classes are offered ment System, contract

in building representa-  exchange and more.

This past summer, the
Mahopac Teachers
ciation was the largest

local represented at the
conference.

See Storms p. 2
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Summer

Conference

storms conédt

The 18 members that attended were
the most ever for the MTA. They
were Marisa Horvath, Tom McMa-
hon, Patrice Cantone, Lisa Chesser,
Lisa Napolitano, Michael Hunt, David
Gordon, Fran Gordon, Stacey DiLullo,
Stacey Biagini, Lori Hengel, Tracey
Sheil, Jenn DeLuca, Colleen Krebs,
Kerry Tarantino, Lynda Donnelly,
Janet Morrissey and Danielle

.rus. NYSUT has been at the forefront

of this issue offering state agencies
any and all available resources in our
schools. NYSUT President, Dick

l anuzzi, also
roundtable.

The conference is structured in a way
that allows interaction between mem-
bers of different locals to take what is
being discussed and apply it to their
personal situations. This then develops

part.i

There is also an auction which raises

thousands of dollars for charity. Items

in this yeards awuction
a Bruce Springsteen concert, lunch

with Dick lanuzzi, a television and sev- rar 6 s
eral others.

This conference is not just for union
leaders. It is open to all members. We
are all the union and therefore it is
important that we are all educated on
the issues, the history and the re-

Marsella. into Athink tanko I sourcesavailabletous.Mostimpor- 1i ¢ h
MTA President, Michael Hunt, was an action plan can be developeq for tantI)_/, it is necessary that we all know
. : when the members return to their lo- . our rights. If you are interested, please
able to participat : : ; . . .
. cals. Each nightcap includes a social attend your building meetings and lis-
Roundtable. Local presidents are . : - .
. . gathering to continue the team build- ten for the announcement that regis-
given time to gather at the confer- ] e . .
. ; ing activities that began during the tration has begun for
ence and discuss the latest topics . .
day. This includes speeches from NY- ference. Our goal is to break the 25
that face our scho o ;
. . . SUTG6s S edleasardr,daeyutler.  member barrier next summer.
discussion focused on the H1N1 vi-
Each year NYSUT selects a handful meant that he was recognized as a community. The project included the
of members state-wide to sponsor at truly outstanding leader amongst a launch of events like the budget day
the AFL-CIO Leadership Institute. group of leaders. Many of his class- Ice Cream Social and Senior Citizen
The program brings together labor mates talked about how Dinner Show. It also
leaders from throughout the North- impressed they were ANot onl y wa'yghlightegthe con-
east to enhance leadership skills, wi th Hunt 6s ) tinued efforts of the
create action plans to further the vision for the future. part of the graduating MTA in events like
labor mov_ement and share ideas They also citeq his abil- class, he was the class Re!ay for Life, Making
about their locals. ity to communicate as Strides Breast Cancer
i spokesperso 2 istribu-
As if the president of the Mahopac one of his strongest P p Walk@nd the o_I|str|bu
- . . attnbutes.Munt was not tion of $8,000 in
Teachersd Association oS %.el HFnt, . . .
o onl)i.rﬁcognlze %}/ I3 fellow class- scholarships to graduating seniors at
wasndt busy enough. L Py R Stk .
. mates, but'by the Cornell professors Mahopac High School
mer Hunt was part of the graduating . .
as well. They described him as pas- was chosen by the Cornell professors
Class of 2009 from the AFL-CIO In- ; . .
stitute. which is run throuah Cornell sionate, professional and were sure as one of the three best projects and
’ gn . Ehat he would be at the forefront of was shown to the Class of 2010.
Uni versi é( 0,.S
. hé labor movement for years to
International come As part of the program, Hunt also
Labor Rela- ' had the opportunity to interview NY-
tions School. As part of the curriculum, the partici- SUT president, Dick lanuzzi, one on
pants are asked to create a project one. The interview spanned the top-
Not only was : . . . .
Hunt part of in which they show how they have ics of effective leadership and the
helped mobilize and progress their mobilization of members for a spe-
the graduat- - - ;
R ing class, he I oca Il s. Hunt 6 s proj CI_fIC cause. Many of th_e strategies 1€
was the élass failed Mahopac school budget in discussed with lanuzzi and learned
2006, and the many steps the MTA throughout the program are now a
spokesper- has taken since then to b f he MTAG® |
son. This as taken since then to become part o t he 6s pl a

more prominent in serving the local

school year and beyond.
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The Pumpkin Patch at Austin Road

Pumpkins invaded Austin Road Ele-determined by how long the pum
mentary school on October 28th andkin was on the vine. The darker it
29th. Mrs. Huestis, Ms. Doré, and is, the more seeds there are. Aft
Ms. Greiner combined ELA, Math, having a chance to carve their
Science and a bit of Halloween fun pumpkins , the two classes sat
into an interdisciplinary lesson. The down to write stories. Combining 4
two classes  classes and having the chance td
readHow escape all the test prep turned o
Many Seeds to be a truly wonderful experiencs
in a Pumpkin for all. The students at Austin Ro
by Margaret proved that
McNamera  even the
and set out to smallest

. discover how pumpkin can
~ many seed have the mos:
were actually seeds. Someg
in a pump- times the be
kin. The students were divided intothings come
groups of two or three and given a in small
pumpkin. They had to scoop out thepackages.
seeds, count them, find factors, and

prove the theory from the book. Did

you know that you can predict the

number of seeds in a pumpkin by

looking at color and counts
ing the lines on the outsig
of a pumpkin? The numb
of seeds in a pumpkin is

" 4
! .
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Community Service Corner

MTA and Friends Walk Through the Weather for Cancer

Just want to thank all in-
volved who either walked,
donated money, purchased
shirts, or wished us luck on
yesterday ®bs
though the weather was not
as bad as the New Eng-
land/Tennessee football
game yesterday, over 90
brave individuals including
students, parents, teachers
and administrators walked
in this
very obvious to the media
who were covering this day
that Mahopac was a definite
visible team committed to
helping cancer research.

At the risk of leaving some-
one off my personal grati-
tude list, | want to thank Mr.
Lu Racco and Ms. Viebrock
for organizing over 60 stu-

eve

y e lawas s

dents with a school bus,

paid for by the MTA, for be-
i chaper whowalked and Mr. Jay

i ng our
dents could participate.

Thank you to all the stu-
dents who hel d
saleso since Se

they could donate $566 to

The American Cancer Soci-

ety.

A thank you to the teachers

| saw at the walk which in-
cluded: Ms. Debbie Talbot,

Ms. Trisha Fuller -Johnson,

Ms. Ofri Felder, and Ms.
Holly Smith. A heartfelt
thank you to the adminis-
trators Mr. Troy Bilyeu and
Mr. Jim Gardineer who
were part of showing, by
example, to our students
that community service is
alive and well at Mahopac.

Finally, to all the parents,
family members, friends

Melville for the design of
our team shirts, | thank
you. If I missed you be-
cause | did not see you,
please accept my thanks
and gratitude for doing all
you did.

The combined total of the
donations between stu-
dents, teachers, administra-
tors, family, friends and
parents was over $4,000
and still counting.  If you
still want to donate, please
send me any monies so |
can give them to the Ameri-
can Cancer Society.

Written by Ron Pollaro

Team Spirit Fuels Marathon Participants

September 26",
Holly Smith (1/2 Marathon)

TA MHS, Eva Conciatori (Full

Marathon), and Katherine
Legeret (Full Marathon)
(along with Mahopac alums
Katie Keane and Jess Mc
Donough) ran
Hal f and Ful |

It was a great day and a fan-
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tastic achievement. Our
Team raised over 9,000 for
the Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society. Your support and
contributions were great ap-
preciated for our dress down
day é

hManyldfeour peanommetbers
Mever eah dr watkéd a 5k (3
miles) before

great accomplishment!

Thank

you

Submitted by Erik Yost

MTA CHALKBOARD
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Water Bottle Fundraiser Helps Schools

Congratulations!

The $5,130 raised by Mahopac
has helped fund a drilled bore-
hole well at the Ecole Ca-
tholiqgue Bohong School in the
Central African Republic.

This will help stop the

spread of waterborne dis-
eases and keep students in
class, rather than walking

for water. What's more,

your school has become an
activist in ending the water
crisis.

Don't stop here. Join with us
again and save more lives.
Half of all schools around

e

access to clean water. We've
relaunched an all -new Water
for Schools campaign this se-
mester, and we'd love to have
you on board again. Check it

@\A

//VY

Caption describing picture or graphic.

the world still don't have

out at
www.waterforschools.org

Again, great job, and thanks
for your hard work.

Best,

Lane Wood
Director, Water for Schools

For the Love of Apples

ltds harvest ti me!
and fifth grade buddies come together
for a series of lessons and activities to
promote writing, math and cooperative
learning using the Smart board.

Each year, Ms. Doré and Miss
Greinero6s fifth
Mr s . Fearnsdé fir
ing, collecting data, and graphing. In
the first lesson, the fifth grade students
met with the first graders to assist them
in writing facts about apples. These
facts were placed in adl About Ap-
plesbook. Children learned various
facts which included: parts of the ap-
ples, different kinds of apples, the cycle
of an apple, etc...

In the second lesson, the first and fifth
graders enjoyed an apple tasting activ-
ity. Students tasted four types of ap-
ples: Red Delicious, Golden Delicious,
Granny Smith and Honey Crisp. The
students voted on which type of apple
was their favorite. They gathered the
data and concluded by creating a chart
using tally marks.

gr
st

The Tifth grader$ then twdk therdata h e ¥

gathered and created bar graphs and
problem solving questions. The first
graders used the information to create
their own bar graphs, with the help of
their buddies

Fm r.,Manko, the Supermten

%e t i0in d
asgthe fif

to create a plctograph on the Smart

to all the children, and to encourage

among students of all ages.

u® © pbsefld t‘he s?ude?‘u\fé differentiation, higher order thinking,
radgr feronstrated holt” and implementation of technology

board using the apple tasting data. The We look forward to many more buddy

first graders used their own data to
make a pictograph too. Each student
had the opportunity to decide where to
drag and place the electronic apple onto
the pictograph. The fifth graders rein-
forced the learning by asking problem
solving questions to the first graders.
They used the pictograph on the Smart
board to answer the questions.

The students were highly engaged, mo-
tivated to learn and participate, and
excited by the Sup
is a wonderful time of year, and we are
so happy to have established relation-
ships between first and fifth grade stu-
dents. It will continue to be beneficial

lessons and to sharing the exciting ac-

tivities and experiences.
Written by Beth Doré
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http://mail.mahopac.k12.ny.us/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.waterforschools.org/

Fulmar Road Goes Wild

Halloween usually brings out all kinds of
creatures, but this year Fulmar Road
pulled out all the stops. The Spirit Day |

theme this year is Spirit of Wildlife. The S
teachers at Fulmar Road took their therr e v
to the next level by collaboratively dress/%
ing as animals this Halloween. Almost
everyone had their face
painted and creatively hand
made their costumes. Presen-
tations were made and Hal-
loween took on a new mean-
ing at Fulmar Road.

Written by Trish Huestis
——

Mr.
Manko
joins the
festivities




